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were born and lived in or near the South Britain section of 
Southbury, Connecticut. South Britain, at the bend of the 
Pomperaug River, was originally part of Ancient Woodbury. 
 In 1686, ancestors Joseph and Mary Carpenter Hickok 
lived somewhat north of the bend of the Pomperaug River, on 
twenty-five acres Joseph had purchased near the Transylvania 
Brook. The Smith sisters, well acquainted with the area, had 
often visited their many relatives and friends who lived there.

The Smith Sisters
In 1854 Zephina, Cyrinthia, Laurilla, Julia, and Abby (ages 
fifty-seven to sixty-seven) were considered “one of the most 
intellectual and learned families in the state.”2 
 Kimberly Mansion, their large two-story home on Main 
Street, was labeled “Misses Smith” on the Glastenbury map.3 
The five sisters shared household chores and sometimes 
hired workers to maintain their 133-acre property. Their 
original land, laid out in the mid-1630s, was bordered by the 
Connecticut River on the west.
 The Smiths continued to travel the seven miles to 
Hartford to shop, market their crops, buy books, visit 
doctors and dentists, and attend court cases.
 The Smith family had always been very caring of their 
neighbors and the poor who worked in the nearby mills.  
In the 1830s they had worked tirelessly to fight the horror  
of slavery.
 Zephaniah Hollister Smith, a Yale graduate, was 
highly respected in Glastenbury. Mr. Smith4 had been a 
Congregational minister before becoming a lawyer. 
 A strong believer in the Bible, Zephaniah encouraged his 
daughters to, “Read the Bible for yourself.”5 
 Hannah Hickok Smith, a remarkable woman (as we shall 
read from her own journals), also had a high regard for the 
Bible. She loved literature and newspapers, wrote poems, 
liked mathematics, was knowledgeable about astronomy, and 
fixed clocks. Hannah could read and translate Latin, French, 
and Italian. In her late seventies she learned Hebrew.6

INTRODUCTION

Abby and Laurilla Meet Mary Ann  
Summer 1854

We were brought up to think more of our mother’s relations  
than our father’s.—Abby Smith, March 17, 1866.

Possibly young Abby Smith, courtesy of Historical Society of Glastonbury.

Abby H. Smith was the youngest of the five well-educated 
and talented daughters of Hannah Hickok and her husband 
Zephaniah Smith. The sisters were brought up to think more 
of their mother’s Hickok relatives, than those of their father.1 

 In the summer of 1854 Abby and her sister Laurilla 
Smith left their Glastenbury, Connecticut home, to visit the 
remaining Hickok first cousins of their mother, Hannah 
Hickok Smith. This included Hannah Hickok Eldred and her 
daughter Mary Ann Eldred Austin, in Halfway Brook Village, 
Town of Highland (originally Lumberland), New York.

1686 Hickok Ancestors, Southbury, Connecticut 
Hannah Hickok Smith and her younger first cousin Hannah 
Hickok Eldred, their fathers David and Asa Hickok, their 
grandparents, and their many aunts, uncles, and cousins 

1
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Barryville, New York on the Delaware River, the border between New York and Pennsylvania.

Hannah Hickok Eldred
In 1812 the younger Hannah Hickok, her parents, and 
siblings moved from Connecticut to a sparsely-settled, 
forest wilderness in New York, then called Lumberland. The 
Hickok Family settled near Halfway Brook, two miles north 
of Barryville and the Delaware River, which was the border 
between New York and Pennsylvania. Lumberland was quite a 
contrast to the long established communities of Glastenbury 
and Hartford, familiar to the Smith sisters. 

Mary Ann Eldred Austin
In 1826 Hannah Hickok married James Eldred, a widower 
with five children. Mary Ann Eldred Austin, their only child, 
was born the following year.7 
 The Eldred two-story home (built in 1830) stood next 
to their old sawmill, two miles north of the original Hickok 
property. East of the Eldred property, Halfway Brook flowed 
four miles south to the Delaware River. The northwest corner 
of the Eldred acreage became a corner of Halfway Brook 
Village, which was later the village of Eldred.
 In 1850 Mary Ann Eldred married Henry Austin. The 
young Austins lived a half mile southeast of Halfway Brook 
Village and Mary Ann’s parents.
 In 1854 James and Hannah Hickok Eldred had been 

married for twenty-eight years. James had at one time owned 
684.57 acres in Lumberland. Lumberland’s Postmaster for 
twenty years, James had also held many positions in the local 
government. A diligent Bible teacher, Mr. Eldred had been 
a deacon for over twenty years in their rural Congregational 
Church. 
 In 1854 James was seventy-seven years old and his 
health was failing. He and Hannah lived with Mary Ann and 
Henry, and Henry’s parents Ralph and Fanny Knapp Austin. 
Fanny Austin was not that well either, and Hannah Hickok 
Eldred helped her with household chores. 
 Hannah Hickok Eldred (the same age as Laurilla Smith) 
seems much more reserved than her cousin Hannah Hickok 
Smith. Letters written by several of her step-grandchildren, 
indicate Hannah Eldred was good natured and well-loved. 
An 1864 letter of Hannah Hickok Eldred encouraged her 
granddaughter Emma Austin to remember to read her Bible 
and not forget her prayers.

Abby and Laurilla Meet Mary Ann
In June 1854 Abby and Laurilla arrived at the Shohola 
Railroad Station in Pennsylvania. The sisters rode the old 
crude rope-guided ferry across the Delaware River to 
Barryville, New York. 



Introduction • Abby and Laurilla Meet Mary Ann, Summer 1854 • 3

 After the ferry ride, the Smith sisters took a stage four 
miles north on a rough dirt road that ran parallel to Halfway 
Brook. (The ride was so miserable that Abby later wrote she 
would only visit Mary Ann again if she lived in Barryville.)
 Two miles north of the Delaware River, Abby and Laurilla 
passed the old Hickok homestead. In two more miles the 
sisters turned right at the northwest corner of the original 
Eldred property. 
 A short distance later, they crossed a bridge over Halfway 
Brook and soon arrived at the Austin’s. 
 Abby and Laurilla Smith were welcomed by Hannah 
Hickok Eldred, her daughter Mary Ann Eldred Austin, and 
Mary Ann’s three little girls: Mary Henrietta, Edith Emogene 
(Emma), and Maria Adelaide (ages four, three, and one).
 In the eight letters Abby wrote “Cousin” Mary Ann Eldred 
Austin (from November 1854 to May 1869), we learn that 
Abby was very impressed with James Eldred. She found 
Hannah Hickok Eldred “perhaps most interesting.” 
 Laurilla was “the most interested” in Mary Ann who 
seemed like their mother (Hannah Smith) with three young 
daughters so close in age. Thirteen years later, Abby still 
remembered the names of those three little Austin girls. 

Unfair Taxes
In late fall 1872 Abby and Julia, the two youngest Smiths, 
were confronted with unfair taxes which they could not fight, 
because women could not vote. 
 Their quiet life changed to one of national recognition. 
Endorsed by several leaders in the Woman’s Suffrage 
Movement, the elderly sisters confronted their town’s unfair 
taxes and stood up for a woman’s right to vote.
 In their letters and speeches, Abby and Julia questioned 
why half the population (women) of the United States could 
not vote. The sisters referred to 1630’s English and American 
history, principles underlying the United States Constitution, 
and their knowledge of the Bible, to point out what was 
rightfully theirs, but had been kept from women. 
 To appreciate the importance and influence of the events 
and documents of the 1600s, which were still remembered 
by the Smiths (and others), this narrative travels back 240 
years before the Smith sisters’ speeches.

Sailing for the New World
Our journey begins in 1630s Old England. The country’s 
Magna Carta heritage, King Charles I’s unlawful ship tax, 
forced worship, and England’s bad economy play a major 
part in the future United States of America. 
 After the 1635 departure of William Hitchcock, thought 
to be the first Hickok relative of the Smith sisters and Mary 
Ann, this history travels forward over 270 years.
 In 1854 we join Abby and Laurilla Smith when they visit 

Possibly young Mary Ann Eldred Austin. Photo courtesy of Katherine M. Calkin.

“East of the Eldred property, Halfway Brook flowed four miles south to the 
Delaware River.” Photo: Cynthia Leavenworth Bellinger.

Hannah Hickok Eldred and meet her daughter Mary Ann. 
Over the next fifteen years, we read the eight letters Abby H. 
Smith wrote to Cousin Mary Ann. 
 We arrive full circle in the 1870s, when we join Abby 
and Julia as they oppose their illegal taxes and advocate for 
the right of women to vote. Though the Smith sisters had a 
thorough knowledge of English and American history, early 
Hickok family history is not well known. The reason becomes 
apparent in Chapter One.
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Asa Hickok had recently enlisted when the Battle of Lexington, Massachusetts, took place on April 19, 1775. Lithograph: M. Swett, 1775; Yale Art Gallery; Mabel 
Brady Garvan Collection, 1946.9.322; 44562. Public Domain.



Asa and Reuben Hickok kept pace with seventy-eight other 
men from Woodbury (which included Southbury and South 
Britain), Bethlehem, and Roxbury, on the route to New York.
 Fifty-seven years later, when Asa Hickok was seventy-
eight years old, he applied for a Revolutionary War Pension. 
Though he was “old and infirm,” Asa recounted his memory 
from 1775. (The troops left in May and arrived in June.)

 From Woodbury I marched with a part of the regiment 
(north) to Litchfield and Goshen in Connecticut; and 

(northwest) to Sheffield, Massachusetts, and Albany, in 
New York. 
 From Albany we marched (north some sixty miles) to 
Fort George on Lake George. 
 From there to the garrison or fort of Ticonderoga on 
Lake Champlain (northeast another thirty-five miles), where 
we were stationed and joined by three more companies of 
Colonel Hinman’s Regiment. 
 Four companies of Col. Hinman’s Regiment were 
stationed at Crown Point (ten miles north of Ticonderoga).
  Col. Hinman commanded until General Schuyler of 
New York arrived. 

Men and Supplies for Ticonderoga
Truman Hinman1 and Shadrach Osborn, in Southbury (still 
considered Woodbury), purchased supplies, including 
ten pounds of powder, lead, and flints, and sent them to 
Ticonderoga, in June and July.
 At the end of June Major-General Philip Schuyler (from 
New York) wrote Col. Ben Hinman that the Continental 
Congress had appointed him to command the troops in 
Ticonderoga.

Wretched Roads
On July 3, 1775 Colonel Benjamin Hinman wrote to Peter 
Livingston, President of New York’s Provincial Congress,2 

while Asa Hickok, other Woodbury men, and the troops 
at Ticonderoga repaired bridges, mended highways, and 
removed cannon. 
 Col. Ben requested more men and “suitable implements” 
immediately. The roads were in such a “wretched condition” 
that wagons could hardly pass each other. 
 The forty-four miles between Halfmoon (north of 
Albany) and Fort George, were especially bad. Since the 
barracks were too crowded for the health of the soldiers, 
Col. Hinman asked that the newcomers bring their own tents.

Failure to Provide
On July 7 Col. Benjamin Hinman replied to Major-General 
Schuyler’s late-June letter.
 Since Schuyler would be responsible to lead an invasion 
into Canada, Col. Hinman wrote that he knew there were 

Wood engraving of a “76” Minuteman or Continental soldier. Engraved by 
Speer from a picture by George W. Maynard. Cover of Harper’s Weekly, July 
1876. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: 3b02936.

CHAPTER THREE

Ticonderoga and Crown Point  
The Hickoks and the Revolutionary War, 1775–1783
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350 Regulars and 250 King’s Troops in St. John, Canada. The 
King’s Troops at St. John were “fortifying and building some 
watercraft,” for an unknown intent. Col. Hinman had tried 
to inform the very cautious Canadians of friendly intentions 
towards them, but it was almost impossible to get any 
information to them. After signing the letter, “I am, Sir, your 
most humble servant,” Col. Hinman added:

 I wait, Sir, with impatience for your arrival, as I find 
myself very unable to steer in this stormy situation. 
 Sometimes we have no flour, and a constant cry for 
rum, and want of molasses for beer…the failure of those 
who provide give great uneasiness to the men…3

 When Schuyler finally arrived at Ticonderoga, he began 
planning for the invasion of Quebec.4

The King’s Decision 
In October of 1775 King George III had enough of the 
Colonies resisting Parliament’s laws and acts, and declared 
the Colonies were in open rebellion.

Fever and Dysentery
In Fall 1775 there was still great sickness at Ticonderoga. Asa 
Hickok recalled:

 In the fall of the year the men at Ticonderoga were 
attacked with fever and dysentery and many of them died. 
(His brother Reuben was very sick and died two years later.)

 I (Asa) was taken sick with a fever late in the fall, 
which rendered me unable to go north with the troops 
to Fort Saint-Jean (John) south of Montreal in Canada, 
where we had been ordered to march.
 Around December first I was discharged from further 
service. Col. Hinman directed me to go to my brother’s, 
who resided near the head of South Bay, and from thence, 
home as soon as I was able.
 I appreciated the kind attention of Col. Hinman who 
was a friend of my father Justus. Before marching with 
his troops (169 miles) to St. John, Col. Hinman procured 
a boat and hands to row me and other sick soldiers to the 
head of South Bay. 
 My brother picked me up and moved me to his house. 
I remained there until I was able to ride home to my 
father’s in Woodbury—as directed by Col. Hinman.

The Long Haul
In December as Asa headed home to South Britain, Connecti-
cut, Henry Knox arrived in Ticonderoga. 
 Henry arranged for 80 yoke of oxen to haul 42 sleds with 
much of the captured British equipment, including 60 tons of 
cannons, mortars, and howitzers, to Massachusetts.5

 On January 27, 1776 after too much snow, not enough 
snow, adding oxen, and hiring new workers, the cannons and 
arms arrived at Cambridge, Massachusetts. Washington used 
the captured artillery to end the eleven months the British 
had held Boston hostage. 
 On March 17, 1776, the British evacuated (left) Boston.

Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain. Detroit Publishing Co., between 1910 and 1920. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: det.4a24328.
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All Men Are Created Equal, July 4, 1776
Asa Hickok said that while he was at Ticonderoga, “General 
Schuyler received the intelligence of the document called the 
Declaration of American Independence. The General then 
ordered the troops at that place to give three cheers.” 
 Since Asa was not at Ticonderoga in July 1776, he may 
have been referring to “The Declaration of the Causes and 
Necessity of Taking Up Arms” adopted July 6, 1775, by the 
Second Continental Congress. The Resolution listed some of 
the Thirteen Colonies’ grievances, including “taxation without 
representation” and some of the Coercive Acts. 
 On July 4, 1776 the Declaration of Independence 
announced that the Thirteen Colonies: New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were free from 
the control of the Kingdom of Great Britain.

Ruins of the British Fort Crown Point on Lake Champlain, New York. 
Detroit Photographic Co., 1902; Photochrom prints: Library of Congress 
Prints and Photographs Division: 18215.

The Rest of the Story

“Col. Hinman procured a boat and someone to row it with me and other 
sick soldiers to the head of South Bay.” British gunboat sailing on Lake 
Champlain, Crown Point in background. Ink drawing: Thomas Davies,  
ca. 1759. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: 3a52154.

Colonel Benjamin Hinman used some major diplomacy to deal 
with Colonel Benedict Arnold at Fort Ticonderoga. 
 When Colonel Ben Hinman arrived at Fort Ticonderoga,  
Colonel Ethan Allen and Colonel Seth Warner relinquished their 
command to him. Colonel Arnold would not. 
 Arnold would not even allow Connecticut soldiers to enter 
the fort (except upon condition). Colonel Hinman was patient 
with Arnold, until he learned of Arnold’s plan to sail two ships to 
St. John and surrender them to the British there. 
 Colonel Hinman “immediately sent a detachment to procure 
the ships and enlist all those of Arnold’s men that were willing. 
The rest were disbanded.” 

 Arnold’s authority was taken from him, ending his seven-day 
standoff. But it did not stop Arnold from bad mouthing the New 
England troops to General Schuyler when the General arrived. 
 (Allen and Arnold had different recollections as to what had 
happened.)—wikipedia.org.

Colonel Seth Warner Returns to Roxbury
Colonel Seth Warner was not well when he returned to Roxbury 
at the end of the war. Colonel Warner died on December 26, 1784. 
 His friend Reverend Canfield conducted his funeral service. 
—roxburychurch.org.

 The Declaration maintained that “all men were created 
equal.” And governments derived “their just powers from the 
consent of the governed,” just as Thomas Hooker had said in 
his sermon of 1638. The colonies were officially at war. 
 At the end of seven long years of war the country would 
still not have implemented ALL men (mankind, men and 
women) as being created equal. It would take another war 
and eighty-two years for all men to be able to vote. 
 In the 1870s Abby and Julia Smith’s speeches remind 
those in government that half the descendants (women) of 
those who fought for “all men created equal,” still did not 
have the right to vote.

New York Headquarters and a Safer Route
General Washington, concerned the British would invade 
New York City, moved his Headquarters outside of the City. 
 In July 1776 two forts were built to prevent British access 
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to the lower Hudson River: Fort Washington near north 
Manhattan; and opposite, on the west side of the Hudson, 
Fort Constitution (later Fort Lee) in New Jersey.6

 In August 1776 the British arrived in New York City and 
began patrolling Connecticut’s coast which bordered Long 
Island Sound. 
 To avoid British troops when traveling between New York 
and Massachusetts, Colonial leaders John Adams, George 
Washington, and others took a more central east-west route 
through Connecticut. That route passed through the towns 
of Hartford, Farmington, Southington, Waterbury (which 
included Middlebury), Woodbury, and New Milford.7

A Very Hot Battle, October 1776
On Sunday, October 27, David Hickok wrote that an order 
was given at South Britain’s Meeting for “every able-bodied 
man in the Train Band to march to Stamford forthwith.”
 Monday a battle took place in White Plains, New York, 

some fifty miles southwest of South Britain. David could hear 
the cannons:

 The cannon played briefly all day. Mr. Reynolds just 
come from the army and says they had a very hot battle  
at the White Plains yesterday. 
—David Hickok, October 28, 1776.

 About a hundred and fifty were killed and wounded in 
the short space of an hour. Quite a number of Woodbury 
soldiers were killed and several others severely wounded. 
—Rev. Mr. Wildman, Southbury.8 

 Daniel Downs, Amasa Garrit are killed and John 
Chilson had his arm shot off in the Battle of the White 
Plains. A soldier belonging to Boston Government lodged 
at my house this night, to whom I sold my old watch. 
—David Hickok, November 4, 1776.

Fort William Henry and Fort George were at the south end of Lake George. Photochrom print of Paradise Bay located in the Narrow Island group, on the eastern 
shore of Lake George. Detroit Photographic Co., 1904. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: 2008679685.
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Knox entering camp with the artillery captured at Fort Ticonderoga, winter 
1775-76. Hand-colored wood engraving: William H. Van Ingen, ca. 1855. 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: 3g09060.

Horse Neck, November 1776 
In late fall 1776 Colonel Ben Hinman was stationed at Horse 
Neck (near West Greenwich, Connecticut) and the Long 
Island Sound to support the main army. Asa Hickok once 
again volunteered.

 On or about the first day of November in that year 
(1776), I (Asa) volunteered for two months in the 
company commanded by Captain Elijah Hinman.9

 The company marched from Woodbury to the Horse 
Neck where the troops awaited further orders. 
 The British men then expected to land somewhere 
along the frontier of Connecticut. Those of us who 
volunteered were retained to guard the lives on the 
frontier, as it was called. 
 While we volunteer men were at the Horse Neck, a 
major ordered Captain Hinman to march his company, 
with the exception of a guard to remain at Horse Neck, 
lower down the Sound, towards New York. 
 The name of the place, where the company men were 
stationed along the Sound, was called Jagger’s Guard, at 
the time. 
 I remained as one of the guards at the Horse Neck for 
several weeks, when the guard joined the balance of the 
company. 
 I remained until the expiration of the time for which 
the company volunteered. The company men were all 
discharged at the same time.

 On November 20, 1776 Asa’s brother David Hickok 
wrote in his journal:

 Wednesday I did nothing of any value but sleep and 
write a letter for John Johnson for I watched last night 
with John Garrit who is sick of the long fever at brother 
Justus’s. 
 News that Fort Washington (November 16) is taken. 
The night before last three soldiers which came from 
the camps lodged at my house; they belonged to the 
(Massachusetts) Bay government.

British version of an American rifleman wearing a military uniform. The 
American Revolution in drawings and prints; a checklist of 1765-1790.  
Library of Congress Rare Book and Special Collections Division: 3a45452.

Loyalists
Not everyone was supportive of the war against the mother 
country. Some sources have said one-third were for fighting, 
one-third were Loyalists, and one-third were uncommitted.
 I have Loyalist ancestors on both my paternal and mater-
nal sides. Both families lost property. 
 One family fled to New Brunswick, Canada.—LES.
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141–148, 152, 165, 167, 171, 177, 178, 180, 183, 
187, 190, 198, 199, 236, 240, 282, 283, 288–290
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Mary Wells  xiv, xvi, xvii, 124, 125, 146, 152, 165, 172, 
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Polly Butler  xiv, 148
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46–48, 51, 53, 54, 58, 59, 63, 91, 162, 295

Rhoda  xiv, xvi, 100, 152
Robert L.  xiv, xvi, 172, 179, 240
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Hills, Mr.  304
Hinman  23, 26, 59, 112
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Ebenezer  29, 38, 51, 59
Edward I  38, 162
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Sarah Noble  20, 24, 127
Sarah Sherman  294
Sherman  78
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125, 141, 142, 169, 177, 333
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Anne Marbury  9, 292
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Mary (d/o David and Sarah Trowbridge)  39, 69
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J.W. Neal & Co.  132

K
Kansas  167, 186, 243, 252, 254, 276–278, 289

Abilene  241
Lawrence  241
Solomon (City)  241, 251, 253–255, 275, 277
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George II  xv, xvi
George III  xvi, 54, 58, 63, 226
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Samuel Sr.  79
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Lake Champlain  27, 28, 33, 34, 50, 53–55, 70
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Laurens, Henry  63
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Leavenworth  xix, 19, 39, 143, 146, 165, 172, 283, 293
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Charlotte Ingram  143, 148, 165, 172, 280
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David  270
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Lincoln Hall  215, 216, 225, 234
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Litchfield Law School  xvi, 80, 94, 96
Livermore, Mary  202
Livingston
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Locke, John  82, 102, 297
Lockwood, William  97, 99, 296
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Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth  135, 186, 288
Lope, William  292
Lord, Mr.  71
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New Orleans  98
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Madden, Senator  237
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Magna Carta  3, 5, 7, 11, 21, 35, 51, 82, 88, 103, 291, 292
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203, 214–216, 219, 247, 248

Cambridge  16, 54
Charlestown  79
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Stockbridge  78
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McAlister’s All-Healing Salve  146
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Mende  138
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Benjamin  39, 110
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Eleazar (Deacon)  xvi, 23, 27–30, 38, 39, 41, 42, 44, 

49, 51, 79, 81, 83, 87, 93, 95, 100, 101, 103, 109, 
110, 113, 127, 180–182, 190, 249, 294, 296, 297, 
301

Eleazar (s/o Benjamin)  110, 297
Gertrude  270
Hannah Jenner  23, 38
John  99, 101, 103
Jonathan  23, 26, 38, 99
Miss  69
Nancy  113, 154
Olive Hickok  28, 39, 41, 44, 81, 113, 180, 181, 196
Sara  112
Simeon (s/o Eleazar)  39, 44, 45, 101
Warren  39, 190, 191
widow  112, 113

Moffat, Mr. R.J.  300
Mohawk River  119
Mohawks  11, 31, 292
Mohegans  11
Molasses Act  23, 35
Molatto, Job and Michael  295
Monongahela River  32
Monroe, President James  xvi
Montana, Helena  98
Montcalm, General  27, 32
Montesquieu  82
Montgomery, Richard  294
Moore, Thomas  6
More, Hannah  100

Morrill, Governor  248
Morris, Gouverneur  82
Moseley

Captain  97
Emily  152, 153, 157, 228, 265, 267–272, 299, 304

Mott
James  148
Lucretia Coffin  127, 148, 156, 166, 203, 262, 263, 298, 

303
Mouhy, Charles de Fieux  68
Mountain Grove House  172, 250, 279, 280–282
Mount Tambora  106
Mount Vernon  258, 261, 262
Munn  23, 26
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Daniel  51
David  24, 28, 41, 42
Samuel Jr.  24, 39
Samuel Sr.  19, 24, 39

Mystic River  11
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Napoleon  286
Narragansetts  9
Navigation Acts  20
Nebraska  167
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229, 245, 270, 294, 297–304
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297, 299, 301
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302
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The Water Cure Journal  173
Tribune  152
Waverly Magazine  237
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Barryville  xiii, 2, 3, 39, 105, 106, 122, 124, 140–142, 
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Catskill  191
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Coxsackie  117, 119
Crown Point  26, 28, 31, 50, 53, 55, 77, 294
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Erie Canal  xvi, 115, 117, 118
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Hawk’s Nest  123, 164, 172, 274
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185, 187, 193, 239, 280, 288
Kingston  87, 141
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Peck’s Slip  173, 192, 193
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Niagara Falls  115, 118
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Ossining  145
Oswego  278

State Normal School  278
Owego  169, 171
Oyster Bay  172, 173, 175, 177
Phillipsport  279
Port Jervis  105, 123
Provincial Congress  53
Rondout  141
Saratoga Springs  90, 157
Seneca Falls  153, 156, 262
Staten Island  172, 176, 284
Sullivan County Highway Department  284
Ticonderoga  26, 28, 33, 50, 51, 53–55, 57, 63, 143, 

294
Troy  113–115, 118, 119
Tusten  xiii, 144
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New York Assembly/Legislature  35, 116, 237
Nineteenth (Susan B. Anthony) Amendment  xvii, 234, 261
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John  20, 24, 26, 293
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Betsey  111, 297
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Cumming  295
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Dolphin  295
Fortune, the Negro  113
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Jem  295
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Maria  207
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Robbin  295
Titus  295
Tony  295
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Norton, Mr.  130
Norwich Boys Academy  95
Noyes, Alfred  288
Nutting, Wallace  24, 76
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Odell Farm  62
O’Hara, General Charles  62
Ohio  32, 87, 127, 166, 177
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Oregon  220
Oregon Territory  98
Osborn/Osborne/Osbourne

Mr. Osbourne  78
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Simeon  79
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P
Panic of 1873  240
Parker
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54, 127, 128, 247, 291
Parmenter  255
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Pennsylvania  vi, xiii, 2, 26, 32, 55, 82, 91, 127, 146, 148, 

149, 152, 162, 169, 176, 183, 190, 199
Honesdale  141
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Pittsburgh  32
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Shohola  xiii, 105, 122, 124, 141, 168, 171, 178, 280
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Pequots  11
Pequot War  xv, 11
Perry

Doctor  43, 47, 294
James  151
Miss  117
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Phelps, Almira Hart Lincoln  94, 114, 228, 298
Philip, King (Metacom)  20
Phoenix National Bank  231, 232
Pierce  23, 26, 28

Ann Huthwitt  38
Comfort Jenner  38
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John III  38
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Mary Johnson  23, 39, 41
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President Franklin  xvii
Sarah (educator)  xvi, 14, 39, 93–96, 116, 118, 203

Pierson, Rev. Mr.  254
Pine Tree House (Hickok’s)  x, 22
Plaine Joan  5, 8, 291
Planter  9
Plymouth Church  182, 203, 240
Poe, Edgar Allan  159, 288
Poems

“Aeneid”  102
“A Message from Paradise”  290
“A Reverie or Kansas Romance”  254
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“Farewell My Journal”  129
“Farewell My Pen”  85
“Flowers of the Field”  205
“General Lafayette”  120
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“Life”  13
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“Our Garret”  150
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“Sometime”  287
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“The Lord Is My Shepherd”  xviii
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“The Slave Singing at Midnight”  135
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“To Mother”  253, 254
“Toothache”  179
“To the South”  136
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Poestenkill Falls  118, 119
Polk, President James K.  xvi, 160
Pomperaug River  1, 17–19, 21, 24, 25, 28, 42, 113
Pootatuck  18, 19, 28, 293
Pootatuck Village  31
Pope, Alexander  68
Pope Gregory XIII  9
Porter

David  42
George  154, 155, 157
Mr. and Mrs.  154
Truman  45

Portugal, Lisbon  73
Potter, Ashley  113
Price, Birch & Co.  133
Prince, Mary  128
Princeton University  80
Prindle  242

Sam and Grace  77

Proctor, William Fash  281
Prudden

Lillian  296
Rev.  183

Prussia  42, 102
Psalm 100  ii, 16, 31, 34
Psalter/Whole Booke of Psalmes  16, 34
Puritans  4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 14–16, 18, 27, 72, 93, 150, 162, 

213, 291, 293

Q
Quartering Act  35, 51
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Reeve
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Tapping  xvi, 80, 94, 96, 98
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60, 62, 63, 121, 143, 145, 211

Reynolds, Mr.  56
Rhode Island  9, 10, 55, 56, 61, 82, 224, 225

Newport  21, 36, 61, 84
Providence Plantations  9, 11

Richardson, Samuel  67, 68
Risley, Mr.  155
River Thames  5
Roaring Brook  109, 112, 134
Roberts’ Opera House  201
Rochambeau, General Jean-Baptiste de  viii, ix, 61, 62, 295
Roeback, Mr.  72
Roebling, John  178
Roosevelt, President Theodore  xvii, 186
Root  26

Judge  80
Sarah Hickok  39

Royal African Company  18
Royal British Navy  98
Royal Charters  xv, 6, 11, 222
Russia  102, 159
Rust, Richard  137, 138

S
Sacajawea  98
Sadler, John  8, 292
Saib, Tippoo (Tipu)  95–97, 138, 296
Saint Kitts (St. Christopher Island)  5, 9
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Richard  39

Sandeman, Robert  27, 36, 85
Sanford, Judge  267, 304
Sargent, Senator Arlen  234
Schama, Simon  128
Schuyler, General Philip  51, 53–55, 294
Scotland  7, 27, 34, 85
Scott, Sir Walter  100, 238, 288
Scripture Bridge  87, 296
Scudder, Dr.  257, 268
Second Great Awakening  xvi, 98, 100
Septuagint  153
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“Afraid in the Storm”  287
“Discords”  285

Seven Years War  32
Severence, Caroline M.  201
Seward, William H.  187
Shakespeare  100, 257, 258, 291
Shelley, Percy Bysshe  159
Shepaug River  17, 29
Shepherd, Jane H.  270
Sherman
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Col. John  68
Esgn.  64
Roger  58, 60, 68, 137

Shew, Joel  173
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Sixteenth Amendment  201, 202, 234, 235, 260, 261
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Fred  189, 207, 259, 262, 265, 266
Hannah Hadassah Hickok  xiv, xvi, xviii, xix, 1–3, 5, 13, 

14, 17–19, 21, 24, 26, 29, 31, 34, 37, 41, 42, 44, 49, 
51, 58, 61–65, 67–81, 83–85, 87–91, 93, 95, 97, 
99–103, 107–110, 113–115, 119, 121, 127–130, 
133–136, 138, 149–152, 154–163, 167, 168, 183, 
193, 211, 213, 217, 223, 226, 237, 242, 247, 253, 
263, 272, 273, 281, 283, 288, 290, 291, 294, 295, 
297–300

Horace  xvii, 189, 205, 207, 225, 245–249, 259, 
261–269, 271, 300, 303, 304

Isaac  295
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Misses Smith  1, 165, 195, 196, 214, 217, 225, 299, 302
Mrs. (wife of Horace)  205, 207, 225, 245, 247, 249, 
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Nathaniel  80
Ruth Benedict  80
Ruth Hollister  90, 97, 109, 295
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153, 165, 166, 168, 181, 209, 222, 226, 228, 245, 
247, 283, 288, 296, 297, 299–301
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South America  77
South Carolina  55, 160

Folly Island  185
Sowheag  210
Spain  20, 32, 73, 77, 98, 102, 137
Spiritualist/Spiritualism  156, 201, 216
Stamp Act  xvi, 29, 35
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Elizabeth Cady  117, 148, 156, 166, 202, 203, 213, 225, 
234, 261

Henry  148
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Benjamin  39, 43, 295
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Elizabeth Rogers  39
Ezra  36, 76, 80, 84
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Jonas  110, 297
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Thomas I  84
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Stone, Lucy  153, 156, 166, 202, 210, 213, 217, 219–221, 
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Stowe, Harriet Beecher  xvii, 96, 118, 186, 201, 203, 298
Strong  26
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Styles, Walter  279
Sugar Act  35
Sumner, Judge George  225, 226, 231
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Arthur  127, 137, 148
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Mary  265–269
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Tea News  xvi, 46, 51, 226
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Three-Fifths Compromise  82, 88, 128, 131, 188
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Jonathan, Gov.  51

Tunxis  11, 12, 20
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182
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U.S. Continental Congress

First  xvi, 50, 51
Second  53, 55, 58, 60, 63

U.S. Supreme Court  139
U.S. World’s Fair  xvii, 172
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Value, Mr. and Mrs.  101, 296
Van Buren, President Martin  xvi, 137, 139
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Vermont  vii, 28, 87, 116

Castleton (Castletown)  58, 59, 63, 69, 70, 72, 73, 87
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Middlebury Female Seminary  94
Poultney  189, 205, 207, 225, 245, 246, 249, 259, 262
Rockingham  72
Rutland  72
Shaftsbury  70
Wells  70

Virgil  102, 297
Virginia  xv, 5–8, 20, 25, 32, 55, 61, 62, 88, 187, 291, 292

Alexandria  132, 133

Charles City County  8, 292
Fredericksburg  248
Richmond  49
Yorktown  62

Von Steuben, Baron  61

W
Wagner, Adam  45
Wait, Jane Eldred  253
Wakeley
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Hannah Hickok  xiv, xvi, 100, 115, 117, 130, 152, 190, 

191, 298
Stephen  298

Waldo, Judge  225, 226
Walker, Reverend Zachariah  19, 26
Wampanoags  9, 20
Warner

George, Mr. and son  154
Seth, Col.  26, 50, 55
Turner, Captain  155

Washington, Martha  261
Washington, District of Columbia  xvii, 130–132, 134, 135, 

138, 160, 213, 215, 216, 225, 234, 235, 247, 260, 261, 
264, 270

Washington, President George  xvi, 26, 32, 48, 51, 54–56, 
58–61, 62, 94, 258, 295

Waterman, Lewis Edson  151
Watson

Harriet  102, 297
Mary Hickok  xiv, 100, 117, 152, 190, 191, 298

Weaver, Mrs.  154
Webster, Noah  xvi, 124, 125
Wedgwood, Josiah  126
Weed Sewing Machine Company Factory  200
Well(e)s

Gideon  154, 155
Thaddeus  154

Welles-Shipman House  159
Wesleyan University  137
Wesley, John and Charles  27, 36, 73
West India Emancipation Act  128
West Indies  5, 20, 30, 32, 73, 77, 95, 128, 148, 298

Antigua  20, 299
Barbados  5, 9, 20
British West Indies  23, 127–129
Dutch  23
French  23
Spanish  23
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Abby Laurilla, and Mary Ann is set in Garamond Book  
Condensed, a serif font inspired by the original punch cuts  
designed by Claude Garamond in the 16th Century. 
 Sidebar titles are set in Cochin Italic, a serif typeface, 
originally produced in 1912 by Georges Peignot, based on 
the copperplate engravings of 18th century French artist 
Charles-Nicolas Cochin. The “d” matches the written one in 
the journals of David Hickok and his daughter Hannah Hickok 
Smith.
 Sidebar text is Myriad Pro condensed, a sans-serif  
typeface designed by Robert Slimbach and Carol Twombly for 
Adobe Systems.

The Hudson River. In the background Newburgh, New York, where Asa Hickok 
and his family most likely crossed the Hudson River and where they would 
travel for food and necessities. No. 14 of the Hudson River Port Folio: Etcher: 
John Hill; Artist: William Guy Wall; Publisher: Henry I. Megarey, between 1821 
and 1825. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division: 03818.
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Whittier, John Greenleaf  126, 288
wigwam  19
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Emma Hart  xvi, 14, 94, 113–116, 119, 121, 228, 258, 

297, 298
John (nephew)  94
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Wilson

John (Christopher North)  159
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Winthrop
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Winthrop Fleet  79
Wolcott, Dr.  72
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Louise Elizabeth (Austin) Smith grew up on treeless Peach Street, in a suburb 
south of Detroit, Michigan. She has always loved to read biographies and classics. 
 Louise inherited a deep appreciation of words from her father; and a love of 
music from her mother. Louise received a bachelor’s degree in music education 
from Western Michigan University and a master’s degree in elementary education 
from Eastern Michigan University. 
 After teaching music and fifth grade classroom for ten years, Louise met and 
married the love of her life, Gary, then a car designer for General Motors. She 
applied her educational and musical skills to homeschooling their four children, 
now grown with families of their own.
 At age ten Louise wanted to write fiction, but she didn’t know how to 
create plots or characters. In 2004 Louise found nine pages with anecdotes 
her grandmother Myrtie Crabtree Briggs (b. 1891) told about her parents, 
grandparents, and relatives. 
 Family stories, Louise realized, had built-in plots and characters. With the 
help of the internet and photos and stories shared by relatives and new friends, 
Louise began to compile the stories of her grandparents and their ancestors. 
 Abby, Laurilla, and Mary Ann is the sixth book published with the help of 
Gary who designed the covers, interiors, prepared all of the photos, and added his 
much needed professional touch. Louise and Gary reside in Cave Creek, Arizona.

Aida Austin’s 1881 Diary
Aida Austin started a diary at the beginning of 1881, the year she turned twenty in  
November. Whether in New York City with her Austin cousins or at her home in Eldred, New 
York, Aida wrote about her daily life: plumbers fixing pipes, dentist and doctor visits, going to 
Central Park, skating, sailing, shopping, getting the mail, holidays, daily visits with relatives, 
President Garfield’s assassination, drinking tea, and raking hay.
 Included at the end of the Diary are photos of Aida’s parents, brothers, and some of her 
Eldred-Austin relatives mentioned in her diary.
 ISBN 978-0-9826374-1-8, 6.7×9.6, 108 pages, Softcover
 Available on HalfwayBrook.com

Grandma and Me
Amanda Myrtie Crabtree Briggs was born in 1891 in a sodhouse on her father’s Nebraska 
homestead farm. Over the years she told her children and grandchildren the stories of her 
growing up as well as those of her parents and her Crabtree and Higginson grandparents—
real pioneers of the west. This book is a collection of those stories and includes almost 600 
photos and documents.
 8-1/2×11, 246 pages, Softcover
 Available on Lulu.com

About the Author

Other Books by Louise E. Smith

Louise E. Smith, 2021. Photo: Gary D. Smith.
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Memoirs from Eldred Series by Louise E. Smith

Available at HalfwayBrook.com

Book 1: The Mill on Halfway Brook
The Mill on Halfway Brook tells of the Eldred, Austin, Myers, and Leavenworth families, 
their neighbors, friends, and kinsfolk who settled in what was once the Town of 
Lumberland, in the villages of Halfway Brook (Eldred), The River (Barryville), Ten Mile 
River (Tusten), and South Lebanon (Glen Spey).
 The narrative weaves vignettes of townsfolk, preachers, churches, regional and 
national events with historical information, land documents, censuses, Congregational 
and Methodist Church records, over 300 photos and postcards, old and new maps, and 
at least 200 family letters (1845–1880). 
 The Mill on Halfway Brook is fully indexed with names of over 900 people, places, 
and events. It is the first in the series, Memoirs from Eldred, New York, 1800–1950. 
 ISBN 978-0-9826374-0-1, 8.3×11, 284 pages, Softcover

Book 2: Echo Hill and Mountain Grove
Echo Hill and Mountain Grove continues to tell stories and anecdotes of townsfolk in 
the Town of Highland’s picturesque and charming hamlets of Barryville, Minisink Ford, 
Yulan, Eldred, and Venoge (Highland Lake), as they intertwine with history, in the years 
1880 to 1920. 
 Leavenworth’s Echo Hill Farm House near Blind Pond Brook and the Austin’s 
Mountain Grove House near Halfway Brook, on the opposite side of town, are two of the 
featured boarding houses, the main source of income for the community. 
 Echo Hill and Mountain Grove, the second book in the series Memoirs from Eldred, 
New York, 1800–1950, contains almost 900 images (photos, postcards, documents), 
several first person accounts, an 1881 Diary, 400 letters (150 WWI letters), nine original 
maps, and an index of 1,500 people, places, and events. 
 ISBN 978-0-9826374-2-5, 8.3×11, 512 pages, Softcover

Book 3: Farewell to Eldred
Farewell to Eldred concludes the story of the descendants of the original settlers 
introduced in The Mill on Halfway Brook, and newcomers (often from New York City) who 
lived in the Town of Highland’s hamlets: Barryville, Minisink Ford, Yulan, Eldred, and 
Highland Lake. Boarding Houses (featured in Echo Hill and Mountain Grove) continued 
as the mainstay of the Town’s economy. 
 Farewell to Eldred overflows with reminiscences of stills, baseball teams, radio 
KDKA, the arrival of electricity, flooding, the search for employment, and World War II, 
in the Town of Highland, 1920–1950. Daily life—its joys and sorrows—told through 
1,100 photos, postcards, and documents, 150 letters, and four diaries (shared by over 
100 contributors), is interwoven with World, National, and Local News; and Boarding 
House Ads. 
 Book 3, Farewell to Eldred, is the culmination of the Memoirs from Eldred, New 
York, 1800–1950 Series, and includes original maps of boarding house locations, an 
extensive Appendix, and an Index of some 2,550 people, places, and events.
 ISBN: 978-0-9826374-3-2, 8.3×11, 507 pages, Softcover


